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The Occafimal FINANCE R; | 


Remember to have read ſome- N 
v wyere of ſome State, wherein it | 
Mr vas the Cuſtom, that if any one 
* 805 ; would propoſe a New Law, he 
muſt do it with a Rope about 
ais Nxcx, that in caſe it were 
judg' d prejudicial, and detrimental to the Come 
monwealth, he might very fairly be HAN GD 
VP for his Pains, without farther Ceremony. I 
heartily wiſh that Law had been in Force 
amongſt us; if it were, I am apt to believe 
that ſome Laws which have been propuſed of 
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late Years for the public Benefit of PRIVATE 
PockETs, would hardly have been ventur'd | 


to have made their Appearance in the 
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| © > ON 
What brought this into my Head more 
7 at this time, is a Paper that now 
ies before me call d the Occas10NAL Fi- 
NANCER, the Author of which; with a tho- 
rough-paced Afſurance, contrary to the Senſe 
of every Man in the Kingdom, who has not 
either a Place or a Penſion ; excepting thoſe 
worthy Gentlemen who are paid for proſtit u- 
ting their Pens in this Cauſe; is pleafed 
_ downright to aſſert, that the Deſign of con- 
verting the Cuſtoms into Excis Es will not 
only bring in a conſiderable Increaſe to the 
publick Revenues, but is calculated for the 
Health, Eaſe, Liberty, and Safety of the whole 
collective Body of the People of England, At- 
ter fuch a Pofition what may not one expect 
from ſuch a modeſt Writer ! Poor unfortunate 
Britons ! to what are you reduced by your 
own Corruption ! Was it not enough to know 
there was ſuch a Deſign on Foot, which ma- 
nifeſtly takes away the Liberties of every 
Subject dealing in the Commodities to be 
exciſed, but you muſt be bantered out of 
your Senſes, have a Jeſt wantonly made of 
your Miſeries, and be told it is tor your Be- 
nefit; juſt as a Mother tells a Child when ſne 
whips it, that 'tis for its Good, and becauſe 
| ſhe loves it! ſure he thinks we have already 
put on our Wooden Shoes; or elſe he would 
not dare to inſult us after this manner: but 
let us take a full View of this doughty Per- 
formance, for which, as it is a Maſter-piece, 
1 don't doubt but the Author has receiv'd a 
handſome Reward from his great and munt- 
ficent Patron. 
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Motto, 


Non Civium Ardor, prava jubentium, 
Mente quatit ſolida. Horat. ' 


which, in my Opinion, is one of the worſt, 


he could have choſen ; becauſe the forego- 


ing Line by no means gnadrates with a cer- 


| tain Perſon's Character. For, although I 


won't deny but that Gentleman may be 


 Tenax repoſiti, when he is ſet upon Miſchief; 


I never heard that he was an Ar1sTIDES, 


and conſequently the Epithet juſtum does 


not in the leaſt ſuit him. Neither are the 


Words mente ſolida, which are meant to ex- 


preſs a Man of heroick Courage and Reſolu- 


tion, a Jot more agreeable to the Idea the 
World entertains of him; for every one that 
knows him knows, that he was never cut 

out for a Hero. I would deſire the Author 
therefore to amend it, and ſubſtitute in its 


Weng, -* 


Non Civium Ardor, juſta tuentinm, 
Mente quatit rigida. 


The Meaning whereof is, that not all the 


Cries and Petitions of the whole collective 


Body of the People, ſtanding up in Defence 
of their juſt Rights and Liberties, can prove 
his cruel and harden'd Heart, if he can carry 
his Point. Proceed we now to Paragraph the 


firſt. 


_ © Tis the common Artifice of thoſe who 


have a Point to carry in the popular Way, 
* who would inflame the Multitude without 


* Juſt Reaſon, to dwell on Generals ouly, 


and avoid induftriouſly any WR 


The firſt Thing that occurs then is the 
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| (6) 
* of the Queſtion they pretend to debate — 
This has been notoriouſly the Conduct of 


the Craftſman, and his Aſſociates, as in 
© moft other Cafes, fo: particularly in that 
Thread of Harangues with which they have 
lately amuſed the Publick concerning Ex- 
ciſes. Nor was ſo doing only ſufficient for 


their Purpoſes; but as on one Hand they 
would lead their Readers to make particu- 
lar Concluſions from the moſt uncertain 
and indiſtin& general Propoſitions ; fo, on 
© the other, they have ſtretch'd and ex- 
* tended Particulars to the moſt comprehen- 


* ſive Generals; putting one for the other in- 
differently, as beſt ſerv'd the Purpoſes they 
© have been labouring. | 5 ” 


The Author here, like the reſt of his Bro- 


ther Advocates for Exciſes, charges the Craftſ- 


man, and thoſe who have written on the 


ſame Side, with what bimſelf and the others 
of his Tribe are notoriouſly guilty of them 
ſelves; I mean dwelling on Generals only, 


and avoiding induſtriouſly any diſtin& State 


of the Queſtion they pretend to debate. For 
this Reaſon I ſhall take him to Pieces Para- 


graph by Paragraph, that he may have no 


Room to retort the ſame Charge upon me. 


As to inflaming the Multitude, if they are 


inflamed it has been with the naked Truth, 
with a bare Repreſentation of Matter of Fact, 
and not with any Rhetorical Flouriſhes, If 


the true Picture of a general Exciſe is ſo hi- 


deous that it won't bear the Light, can the 


Craftſman help that? And is he obliged to 
dreſs the Monſter up in agreeable Colours to 


ſet it off, and impoſe upon his Readers? No, 


he leaveth the flaviſh Task for ſuch honeſt 
1 ro Gentle- 


| ... 
Gentlemen as the Occaſſonal Financer, and his 
Brother-Advocates. LD 
An Exciſe upon a ſingle Article or two 


and conſidered as a general Exciſe; that is, 
as one on all the mere Neceſſaries of Life. 
The particular fraudulent Trade driven by 
a few Brewers of, and Dealers in Wine, 
with the Arts of the Engroſſers and Oppreſ- 
* ſors of the Tobacco Buſineſs, have at other 


A K M tn A&A 


Times been treated as the whole collective 
© Body of the Trade of England; while the 


© Liberty the Dealers in Wine take of de- 


* frauding their Fellow Subjects both of their 


* Money and their Health, by ſelling the vi- 


© left Compoſitions for four or five times their 


* real Valve, has been aſſerted in a Style and 


* Terms that belong only to the whole col- 
Liberties of the People 


© lective Fights an 
* of England. - Are Articles of pure Lux- 


* ury then become the mere Neceſlaries of 


Life? Are a few Dealers in Wines and To- 


© bacco fwoln to the whole Body of Britz/h 
Merchants and Traders? And is the fair, 
the ample Catalogue of the Rights and Li- 


* berties of the whole Exgliſb Nation, ſhrunk 


to the mean, the ſcandalous Licenſes of 


Fraud and Poiſoning ? Oh Patriotiſm, what 


© art thou become! Oh Caleb, what wilt thou 


not attempt to prove! 


The next Charge is, that an Exciſe upon 
one ſingle Article or two of Luxury has been 
treated as a general Exciſe, that is, ſays he, 
as one on all the mere Neceſſaries of Life. — 


Here our Author, who is pleaſed to task the 
_ Craftſman with quibbling, is guilty of a very 
wretched Quibble himſelf, as well as of a di- 


"rect - 


of Luxury has been ſometimes treated of, 
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with an Exciſe? 1 believe, if he will be p 


(8) 


rect Falſhood. For, in the firſt place, is only, 


one ſingle Article or two of Luxury 1 
8 ea- 
fed to recollect, he will find an ample Cata- 


logue of them, almoſt as ample as that of the 


Rights and Liberties of the Engliſh Nation. 
Then, as to his ſhuifling about a general Ex- 
ciſe, and defining it to be an Exciſt 

mere Neceſſaries of Life, it is abſolutely 
falſe; that would indeed be General Exciſe 


with a Vengeance, ſince it would be an 


univerſal Exciſe : But when the Generality, 


of Commodities are liable to that Kind of 


Taxation, then a People may be truly and 
properly ſaid to be under à general Exciſe, 
and whether that is not pretty near our Caſe, 


J leave all Traders to Judge. 8 N 
raudulent Trade 


then inveighs againſt the 
driven by the Brewers of Wine, and the Arts 
of the Engroſſers and Oppreſſors of the To- 
bacco Buſineſs. I dare ſay every Body would 
be glad to ſee a ſtop put to the adulterating 
of Wines, but not by an Exciſe; however, 


the Nation will, I believe, come very wil- 
lingly into his Patron's Scheme, and conſent 
to an Exciſe upon Wines and Tobacco, upon 


one Condition, viz. provided he will previ- 


ouſly take off the Exciſe from Malt, Beer, 


Soap, and Candles: But to have all the Com- 
modities now charged with an Exciſe remain 


{till charged therewith, and Vine and To- 
zacco added to inflame the Reckoning, and 


all this in a Time of Peace, is enough to in- 


dom. 
Be- 
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on all the 


flame the moſt paſſive People in Chriſten- 


(9) 


. * Beſides, who told our Author that an Ex- 
ciſe would prevent the brewing of Wines? 


We ſee plainly every Day that it does not 


prevent the adulterating of Brandy : Nay, 


altho' a Crown a Gallon Exciſe is laid upon 
Geneva, 1s it not publickly ſold, or ſomething 
elſe for it, which has the ſame Flavour, and 


| anſwers the ſame Ends, in almoſt every Shop 


in London for 7d. or 8 d. a Quart? If, there- 
fore, an Exciſe would prevent the brewing of 
Wines, why does 1t not prevent the brewing 
of Geneva, of which there is more drunk, 
and which, at a Crown a Gallon, would bring 
in a greater Revenue to the Crown than 
Wine? I believe it will puzzle our Author to 
aſſign any tolerable Reaſon for this, which 


will not hold equally ſtrong in the Article of 


Wines LS: : 
Again, how long has Tobacco been rec- 
koned an Article of pure Luxury ? Is it not 
good part of the Subſiſtence of our Poor? 
How many Thouſands in this City never taſte 
a Morſel of Victuals till Noon, nay, very 


frequently till Night, but a ſmall Dram, and 


a Chew, or a Pipe of Tobacco? To raiſe the 
Price thereof which would be infallibly the 
Effe & of an Exciſe) would therefore be as 
effectually ſtarving theſe Wretches, as laying 
a Tax upon Fleſh-Meat and Bread-Corn. For 
theſe unfortunate People (who are at the 


fame time the moſt valuable Part of our Na- 


tion, being the Manufacturers of the Product 


of our Lands) do not hive ſo hard ont of 5 
Choice, but becauſe Want of Buſineſs re- 


duces them fo low, that they can afford them- 
ſelves no better Suſtenance. Conſidering all 
Things, therefore, J think it is very happy 

B tney 
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they can be contented ſo eaſily, and we ought 
not to exaſperate them more by enhancing 


the Price of Tobacco. - 5 
But, before I leave this Paragraph, I muſt 


obviate one Objection, which, I foreſee, will, 


otherwiſe be made, by thoſe worthy Gentle- 
men the Advocates for Exciſes: It is this; 


that Tobacco 1s not one of the mere Neceſla- 


ries of Life, and that People may ſubſiſt 
without it True, I grant it, ſo they may 
without Small-Beer; thank Heaven, this 


Iſland abounds with excellent Springs; there 
is plenty of good Water: They may do very 


well without Leather for their Shooes, and 
wear Wood, as we ſee our good Neighbours 
and Allies the French have long done; but, 


perhaps, Things are not altogether ripe for 
that Faſhion. Though, I muſt confeſs, I think 
it ought to have been brought in Vogue be- 
fore a general Exciſe; for I'm afraid, the 


Officers will be very apt to cripple us: But, 
to return from whence I have digreſs#d, — 


Although Tobacco is not, in Fact, one of the 


mere Neceſſaries of Life, it is, by long Uſe, 
and Cuſtom, become actually ſo, to moſt of 
our poor Manufacturers; to increaſe the Price 
thereof, therefore, on Pretence of its not be- 


ing one of the mere Neceſſaries of Life, would 


be full as unreaſonable as increaſing the Price 


of Small-Beer, on Pretence of its not being 


neceſſary, becauſe People may drink Water: 


Proceed we now to the next Paragraph. _ 
Without aiming, therefore, at any dif- 
© tin&er Reputation of all his Sophiſtry, than 
© what will follow from a plain Conſideration 


© of what appears to have given Occaſion for 
it; I ſhall ſtate, not what I apprehend 4 
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„ 
© be the real Deſign of the Government, 
© which falls not within the Sphere of a Wri- 
ter of my Claſs, but what common Report 
* ſays is the ſuppoſed Deſign, at which taeſs 
” © Patriots pretend to be fo much alarmed; 
- * and then conſider the Expediency of that 


© Deſign in general only; leaving a more 
minute Diſcuſſion of its ſeveral Parts to 
* ſome future Papers; — which I ſhall do, 

© whether there appears to be really any ſuch 
* Deſign or not: Becauſe, upon the cooleſt 
Examination, it ſeems ſuch a juſt and ra- 
© tional Undertaking, as, all Circumſtances 
« duly conſidered, ought to be put in Execu- 

* tion Tome other Time, though it ſhould 
not be ſo juſt now; and ſuch, when duly 


* weigh'd, I doubt not *twill appear to all 
© unbiaſled Judges; notwithſtanding the Cla- 
* mour that has been artfully and induſtri- 
os Bo. OT dd 
Ihe Subſtance of this Paragraph is, firſt, 
„that our Monſieur Financier will ſtate, not 
8 what he apprehends to be the real Deſign of 
s the Government, but what common Report 


> _ fays is the ſuppoſed Deſign, at which the 
f 1 a &c. pretend to be ſo much alar- 
& mee, after Which he will conſider the Expe- 
1diency of that Deſign in general. He then 
4  affures us, that it ſeems ſuch a juſt and ratio- 
& nal Undertaking, as ought to be put in Exe- 
8 cution ſome other Time, tho' it ſhould not 
: be ſo juſt now. Without quarrelling with 
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1 him about the Word Government, by which 
. (like his Brother-Advocates ) it is evident 
2 that he means one ſingle Gentleman, nor 
n about the Word Expediency, which is a fa- 
3 VvVourite Expreſſion of the ſame Gentlemau's, 
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(12) 


who is very fertil in Expedients, I ſhall only 


obſerve upon the Whole, that the People of 
England are very much obliged to him for his 


Information, that it is ſuch a juſt and ratio- 


nal Undertaking ; becauſe, as it happens, 
they have a quite different Opinion thereof. 


But, perhaps, Monſieur Financier may be 
provided with a weighty Argument for Ex- 


ciſes, which the Maſs of the People have 
not. N 


With reſpect to the Thing itſelf, (conti- 
nues our Author) 'tis ſaid, by thoſe who 
appear warmeſt about it in private Conver- 
ſation, and who pretend to be the beſt in- 
formed in the Point, to be a Deſign of con- 
verting the preſent Port Duties, or Cuſtoms 
on Wines and Tobacco into an Inland- 


mer, which, with reſpe& to Wines, (of 


accompany'd with ſuch Prohibirions, and 
Inſpections of the Vaults of all Dealers on- 
ly, as may prevent their balderdaſhing and 


that are not Wine. — This is the utmoſt 
Size of a Gnat, which theſe Patriots have, 


© thro? their political Microſcopes, ſhown to 


the Publick as ſuch a Monſter ; capable, 


whole Trade, and deſtroying all the Rights 
and Liberties of the Britiſ Nation. 

As the Subject of this Paragraph is only 
Preis at what may be the intended Deſign, 
hall eontent myſelf with asking what Sort 


of Prohibitions and Inſpect ions they muſt 


be 


Duty, or Exciſe, payable at ſome one cer- 
tain Point, or Place, of the Progreſs of thoſe _ 
Commodities, from the Port to the Conſu- 


which I chiefly treat at preſent,) is to be 


as they would repreſent, of devouring the 


increaſing its Quantity with any Liquors, | 


(13) 
be which will prevent the balderdaſhing of 
Wine, and increaſing its Quantity with any 
' Liquors that are not Wine. Is an Exciſe- 
man to be quarter'd upon every Vintner, or 
Wine-Merchant, Night and Day ? If that be 
the Caſe, it will not anſwer the End; for he 
muſt ſleep, as well as other Men, and in the 
mean while the Wines may be adulterated, 
which, when once done, they may defy the 
Devil to tell with what it is balderdaſh'd. 
The only Inſpection then that can prevent 
it, in my Opinion, is, {and I would recom- 
mend it, as the beſt Method, to the Gentle- 
man who patronizes that Scheme) to plant 
an Exciſe-man at every Wine-Vault Door 
Night and Day; who ſhould be relieved by 
another every two Hours, as the Centinels 
are upon Guard. That this is but a Gnat 
every Body muſt be ſenſible; how wicked 
then have they been who have ſhewn it to 
the Publick as a Monſter capable of devour- 
ing the whole Trade, and deſtroying the 
Rights and Liberties of the Britiſb Nation? 
Proceed we to Paragraph 4. OG 
As to the Motives for ſuch an Under- 
© taking, ſo far as a private Judgment can 
reach, it ſhould ſeem that the principal 
© View which either this, or any other Ad- 
© miniſtration cou'd have in it, muſt be, an 
* Increaſe of the publick Revenues; though, 
upon Examination, it will be found to be 
© accompany'd with divers other very good 
* ſecondary Conſequences; more, perhaps, 
than any other Tax whatever poſitbly can 
* be: Which ſhall be ſpoken to by and by.— 
© But that a conſiderable Increaſe of the Re- 
* yelwes would thence follow cannot be 
” © doubted, 
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© donbted, and that from two Reaſons: Firſt, 
©* the Inſpection which prevented Brewing, 
© would increaſe the Conſumption of real 
Wines regularly imported; which though 


charged by the Hogſhead with no greater a 
Duty by way of Exciſe, than they now 


make no little Addition to the Revenue 
Inſpection, being more minute, and going 


Houſe poſſibly can, would intercept, and 
confequentty deſtroy, a great part of the 


utmoſt Diligence; and bring a farther Ad- 


divers probable Calculations might be made, 
ence could determine it with any Certainty. 


it amount to any Sum between One and 
Four or Five hundred thouſand Pounds, 
(the Medium between thoſe Extremes be- 
ing, perhaps, the moſt probable Sum) the 
Benefits thence derivable, to the whole Na- 
tion, to the publick Weal in general, can 
© be no ways a Doubt. 


Whatever may be our Author's Opinion 


of the Motives that firſt occaſion'd the ſet- 


ting on foot this Undertaking, (eſpecially in 


a Time of Peace) it is evident to all unbi- 


aſled luce to uſe his own Term, that it 
was chiefly with a View ot influencing E- 
lectiors of Members for the enſuing Parlia- 


ment: There might be, perhaps, a ſecondary 
Deſign (but it wou'd never have anſwer'd) 
A — . 3 


pay in Form of a Cuſtom, would alone 
thence ariſing : — While, 2dly, the ſame 


regularly farther than that of the Cuſtom- 


Smoggling Trade, which now eſcapes their 


dition thereto by that means,—- As to the 
Amount of both thoſe Effects together, tho“ 


yet, perhaps, nothing but actual Ex peri- 


But, however uncertain that may be, ſnould 


(15) 


| Hot a Jot better or honeſter; viz. to improve 


the Revenues of the Crown ſo far by Degrees, 
as, in Time, to render PA RLI¹AMEN TS, thoſe 
Scourges and Terrors of EVIL MinisTEzs 
entirely uſeleſs; this may pollibly be one of 


thoſe very good ſecondary Conſequences which 
our Author means. 85 


But before I go any farther, I can't help 
making one Obſervation upon our Author's 


Jeſuitical Way of Exprethon ; whether it 


proceeded from the Inaccuracy of his Style, 
or any other Cauſe, I ſhall not pretend to 


determine. It ſhould ſeem (ſays he, not it 


does ſeem) that the principal View of this 
or any other Adminiſtration muſt be an In- 


_ creaſe of the publick Revenues : It ſhould 


ſeem indeed calculated for the Good of the 
Publick, but it 1s very evident that it does 


not ſeem ſo, in the Eyes of the Body of the 


Engliſh Nation. 2 5 

As to the two Reaſons which our Author 
aſſigns why an Exciſe upon Wines would in- 
creaſe the Revenues; wiz. firſt, that the In- 


ſTpe&ion would prevent Brewing, and fo in- 
creaſe the Conſumption of Real Wines re- 


gularly imported, which would be an Addi- 


tion to the Revenue; and 2dly, that it would 


intercept, and conſequently deſtroy great part 
of the Smuggling Trade, which would be a 


farther Addition thereto, I can't help being 
ſo unhappy as to differ with him in my Op1- 


nion on both theſe Heads. For, I not only 


deny that it would prevent brewing, but 
likewiſe, that it would increaſe the Con- 
ſumption of Real Wines regularly imported, 


imported, or deſtroy the Smuggling Trade. 


As to the brewing and balderdaſhing, I 


have 
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have already anſwer'd that; as to the in- 


creaſing the Conſumption of Real Wines, it 
1s as evident as that the Sun ſhines, that an 
Excife upon any Commodity leſſens the Con- 


ſumption thereof eight Parts in ten; and as 


to its deſtreying the Smuggling Trade, it is 
notorious that after an Exciſe is laid upon 
any Commodity, ten times more of it is run, 
than was before ſuch Exciſe was laid; as the 
Eaſt India Company have found by woeful 
Experience, ſince the Exciſe on Tea and 


Coffee. To proceed, I agree with our Author, 


that any Sum between One and Four, or 
Five hundred Thouſand Pounds would be a 
Benefit to the Nation, if it were not. ſwal- 
low'd up by Commiiloners, and their Crew 


of Subalterns; but I can by no Means agree 


with him that any ſuch Sum would accrue 
to the Publick from this Scheme, becauſe 
there would be leſs Wine regularly imported, 


and more ſmuggled than at preſent : Let us 


now examine the next Paragraph. 

* With reſpe& to which advantageous 
Uſes of ſuch an Increaſe, I would not be 
thought to dictate any thing directly to 
Judgments ſo much more capable of ap- 
plying it properly, but only point out to 


K GW . C= @- 


tbis or any future Adminiſtration, or Le- 
giſlature, might convert ſuch a Fund. 


K W K & 


Land-owners of the Kingdom, by ſupply- 
ing the Place of Part of that nnequal Bur- 
then the Lard-Taxes have laid on them, 
for an almoſt uninterrupted Succejhon 


*.of 


my Readers, in general Terms, to how 
many various good Purpoſes the Wiſdom of 


Where, in the firſt Inftance, it might be 
uſed to the immediate Relief of ail the 


J ĩᷣ V © OG 


7 C | 
* of forty Years: —— Or, ſhould it upon 
Trial anſwer Expectation, it might in a few 
Years, upon the farther Progreſs of the 
Sinking Fund, furniſh the Legiſlature with 
a read and proper Means of diminiſhing 
divers of thoſe Laxes that now fall on the 
mere Neceſſaries of Life; ſuch as thoſe on 
Malt, on Beer, on Soap, on Candles, and 
on Leather; and in this Lig nt, after it had 
eaſed the Land holder. it might not only 
eaſe the Poor in general, but help the Ma- 
nufacturer, and conlequently the moſt ad- 
vantageous and ſtiple Parts of our whole 
national Trade; while every Branch of it 
might thereby be carried cheaper to Fo- 
reign Markets, as well as be deliver'd ſo to 
our own Conſumers at home; and thence 
make even the Wine-drinkers ſome amends 
for that Expence; ſo advantageous are 
Taxes that fall on any of the Arts of Lnxu- 
ry, when compared with ſuch as fall on 
Trades for raiſing the Neceſſaries of Life. 
And ſo far would ſuch a Tax be from threat- 
ning any thing diſadvantageous to what 
ought to be call d and look*d upon as the 
Trade of England. — Or, laſtly, ſhould it 
pat, by the Wiſdom of our Legiſlature, be 
applied to the direct Relief of any of theſe! 
but be carried to the Sinking Fund, it 
would nevertheleſs prove as conſiderable, 
tho' not fo immediate a Relief to them all 
in general, by vaſtly haſtening the Diſ- 
chalge of the public Debt, and thereby re- 
moving more ſpeedily that Burthen from 
em all together; and in ſo doing reſtore 
de Body Politick much ſooner to that 
Force and Weig'it which the Diſcharge of 
RE Oo ag * ſuch 
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* {ach a Debt would infallibly give it among 
its Neighbours. — While fo far as thoſe 
© Taxes affect our Liberties at home, as theſe 
Patriots affeck to think, ſo far it would haſten 
the Removal of that Danger, and be help- 
ing to annihilate thoſe very Inconveniences 
which they would charge it with in- 
creaſing. * 3 
Our Author, having aſſumed the Name of 


A 


the Financer, is willing in this Paragraph to 


give us a Specimen how well he underſtands 
the Finances, perhaps with a View of recom- 


 mending himſelf for a PL Ack to a CERTAIN 


GENTLEMAN, — Accordingly, like an apt 
Pupil, he takes Example by that KonouURA- 
BLE PERSON, and firſt throws out a Sugar- 
Plumb to the Land- holders, in hopes they'll 
be GUuDGEoONs enough to ſwallow the ſame 


| Bate a ſecond time. In the next Place he 


tells us, that it might be a ready Means to 
diminiſh divers of thoſe Taxes that now fall 
on the mere Neceſſaries of Life, as Malt, Beer; 


Soap, Candles, and Leather, 1 can't. help ob- 


ſerving here (tho' perhaps our Author will 


think it a little malicious) that he ſeems to 


have deſgnedly omitted SALT in this Catalogue 
of Neceſſaries. J ſuppoſe he imagined the 
Taking of the Salt-Tax might be too freſh in 
our Memories; befides, 48 SALT is the Em- 
blem of WIr, 'tis very probable that a certain 
Perſon, who is a notorious Enemy ro the Ori- 
ginal, cannot bear even its Type ; and there- 
fore is reſolv'd, as far as hes in his Power, it 


Mall remain tax'd for ever, as a perpetual Me- 


morial of his Averſion not only to WIr it- 


ſelf, but to all who have any ſhare of it. 


As to the Remainder of this xotable Sentence, 
1 oh ” „ 
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Hits that would accrue to the Publick, if this 
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it requires a Dutch Commentator to explain 
it : In this Light, (continues he) after it bad 


eaſed the Land-holder, it might not only eaſe 
the Poor in general, but help the Manufacturer, 


&c. In this Light ! 'in what Light, in the 


Name of Wonder! What does this Blurderer 


mean? The Vivacity of his Imagination has 
outrun his Reaſon this Bout; which I wilt 
demonſtrate to him by an Argument, which, 


as much a Financer as he calls himſelf, he 
won't like, becauſe he will and it 1 


to evade it. Every one knows that the Sum 
of Five bundred thouſand Pounds, taking his 
Calculation in its utmoſt Extent, cannot at 


one and the ſame Time relieve the Land- 
holders, and diminiſh the Taxes upon the Ne- 


ceſſaries of Life, or, in other Words, eaſe 


the Poor: If it relieves the Land bol ders 
therefore, it will not at the ſame Time eaſe 


the Poor; and if it is apply'd to eaſing the 


Poor, it will not at the ſame Time relieve 


the Land- holders. 


Laſtly, our Author enumerates the Bene- 


Sum of 500,0001. ſhould be carry'd to the 
Striking Fund, Therein I agree with the 


Gentleman; IF it ſhould be carry'd to the 


Sinking Fund, and IF the Sinking Fund ſhould 
be apply'd to no other Uſe than that for 
which it was originally defigned. But will 


Monſieur Financier have the Front to aſſert, 
that that ſacred Depoſitum of the Nation, has 
never been perverted to other Purpoſes? 1 


believe he hardly will. Proceed we to the 
next Paragraph. HE 33 


So much as to the primary Motives for, 
and adyantageous Uſes of ſuch a Tax. Be- 


* tides 
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ſides which would ariſe, as mentioned a- 
' bove, divers ſecondary Benefits of no light 
Moment to the Nation. The whole Body 
of Wine-Drinkers would find the good Et © 
fect of prohibited Brewing both in their 
© Purſes and Perſons. To all the Moderate, 
* who uſe Wines as a Cordial, the genuine 
© Furce of the Grape would go much farther 
© than the preſent abominable Sophiſticati- 
© ons; and both they, and thoſe who exceed 
in their Quantities, would find a wide Dif- 
* ference in its more healthful or leſs dange- 
* rous Effects; while the Savings in the A po- 
© thecaries Bills would amply compenſate 
© the Difference between Neat Wines and 
* fach Traſh, ——— Which Conſideration of 
Health is not only valuable to every pri- 
vate Man, bat of ſuch Moment to the Pub- 
. lick, that in a well regulated Country, 
1 * where ſuch a miſchievous Trade was grown 
ſo general and notorious, ſuch an Inſpec- 
tion as might prevent it, would, perhaps, 
by wiſe Men be thought neceſſary and fit 
* withcut any Reſpect to the publick Reve- 
; * nues, but as a Part of the publick Policy 
4 "TO. —The Apothecaries Shops have 


* 
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© been wiſely and juſtly ſubjected to a pro- 

per Viſitation; and 'tis as much more rea- 

* donable that the Vintners Vaults ſhould be 

ſo, as the Sound are more numerous and 

* more valuable to the State than the Sick. 

© ——— By the fame Means the fair Dealer 
© would he ſet on a Level with the Sophiſti- 

* cator, who at preſent underſells him. Nay, 

© even the ſeeming Inconveniences of ſuch 
&, * a Law, and Tax, would prove compara- 
A * tively, both private and publick Benefits : 
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I mean that increaſed Price and increaſed Im- 
port of Wines, which ſome People miy 
odject as diſadvantageous Conſequences f 
© jt; but both thoſe, while they made tre 
© Merchant Importer ſome Amends for te 
© Trouble of an Exciſe, would enable him 
© to give better Prices at home for the Com- 
© modities he ſends abroad in Exchange or 
© Wines; while the ſame increaſed Pi ice aud 
© Import would enable the Portugueſe and 
* Spamards, &c. to allow better Prices for 
them there alſo. And thus a great par! of 
© the Profits which are now ſunk in the Pc- 
© kets of the Wine Brewers would be tir n 
4 
6 
4 
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into another Channel, and reach tie ho- 


neſt Manufacturers, whoſe Induſtiy is He 


Support of the Publick; a Channel, which, 


at worſt, would make the Luxury of tne 
Wine-Drinker much more beneficial, both 


to tne private Trader, and the Natio:;, than 
ſuffering it to be turned, as it now is to 
the Encouragement and Support of the vi- 


left and moſt miſchievous of all Frau s; 


the deſtroying Numbers by a ſloiv S rt of 


Polsox, under Colour of ſelling them 
© Cordials, and cheerful Entertainment. 


Our Author here proceeds to enumerate. 
the ſecondary Benefits which wonld arite: 
from an Exciſe upon Vine, and whicn (e 


fays) would be of no ligt Moment tothe 


Nation. The firſt of theſe is, that the whole 
Body of Vine-Drinkers ( whereof I pret'me 


he is one at the. preſent, ) would tind tire 
good Effects of prohibited Brewings, both in 


their Purſes and their Perſons, A very great 
Bleſing truly! and worthy purchaſing wi 2 
an Exciſe] Heaven forbid I thould tpeck ir- 

; . 


5 


CW). | 
reverently of ſo valuable a Body, four Fifths of 
whom, at a moderate Computation, are Gentle- 


men, ox as they are called in Holland Ip IEMEN, 


and conſequently a dead Weight upon the in- 
duſtrious Part of the Nation: However, I will 


very readily allow them to be as valuable as he 


pleaſes ; but yet he muſt give me Leave to think 
that another Body of the People, who would 
ſuffer greatly by an Exciſe upon Tobacco, are in- 
finitely more valuable, I mean the poor Manu- 
facturers, Artificers, and Labourers. Beſides, 


who told our Financer that even theſe Gentlemen 


would find any good Effects from thence either 
in their Purſes or their Perſons? I much queſtion 
it. — The chief Ingredients wherewith Mines 


are ſaid to be adulterated, are Malt-Spirits and 


Cyder, and to which, if he pleaſes, he may add 
the Whites of Eggs and Jinglaſs Now how long 
have any of theſe been thought unwholeſome? 

They are ſo far from it that they are quite the 
contrary. So much for their Perſons, now how 


will they be Gainers in their Pockets? It is 


acknowledged on all Hands, nay even by the 
Financer himſelf, that an Exciſe will raiſe the 
Price of Wines ; this then muſt be a notorious 
Falſhood; proceed we to the reſt. To the mo- 
derate, he ſays, the genuine Juice of the Grape 


would go much farther than the preſent abomi- 


nable Sophiſtications. — How does he know 
this? If the Neat Wines go farther it muſt be 
from their Strength; now I do aver that we 


have Cyders in England of as ſtrong a Body as 
any Wine in France, Spain, or Portugal, and for 


Malt - Spirits T believe they are quite out of the 
Queſtion. This Argument therefore, like the 


reſt, falls to the Ground. Oh ! but ( ſays our 
Finaucer) both the moderate and thoſe who ex. 


ceed 
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| zeed would find a wide Difference in its more 


heaithful, or leſs dangerous Effeas. I have al- 
ready ſhewn this to be a notorious Falſhood ; 


and as to the Savings in the Apothecaries Bills, 


I maſt tell him he is quite on the wrong ſide of 


the Queſtion, I muſt therefore take Leave to 
inform his Judgment. — Firſt, It is univerſally 
agreed by all Naturaliſts, Philoſophers, and Phy- 
ficians, that our bencficent Mother Nature has 
carefully provided, that the Product of every 


Nation ſhall be beſt ſuited to the Conſtitutions 


of its Inhabitants; accordingly we find that 


Marrt-Lireuors and CrDpxx agree better 
with a downrieht Engliſh Conſtitution, that has not 


been debauched, than WINE. This being 
granted, and it was never yet denied by any 
one that pretended to underſtand any thing of 
Medicine, I do affirm that in all Illneſſes pro- 


cceding from bad Wines, (for that is the gene- 


ral Excuſe of thoſe who find themſelves ill after 
a Debauch) the uſual Symptoms are a Vomit- 
ing (or at leaſt a Reaching to vomit) and 2 

Diarrhea, or Looſeneſs; now 'tis certain that 
neither of theſe can proceed from Marr-Spikirs 
or Crpxr taken in moderate Quantities ; and 


as for the Whites of Eggs and Hnglaſs, they are 
well known to be both very wholeſome and in- 


nocent: Let us therefore lay the Saddle on the 


right Horſe, and inſtead of aſcribing our Illneſſes 
to bad Wine, let's attribute them to Excels ; 
inſtead of charging them upon the Roguery of 


Vintners, and calling them WI NE-BREWERS, Cc. 
let us honeſtly charge them upon our Drunken 


neſs, and being Sors. Our Financer in the 
next Place pretends a mighty Concern for our 
Healths, and very wiſely ſtumbles upon the vi- 
ſiting of the Apothecaries Shops, as a . 

ar 


= = — - _ — - 
- mrs ” 6 7 Prog — LY > 
ll 


4 


1 


(24) 


for the viſiting of the Vintners Vaults. But let 


me a*k ms wife Man of Gh m, this Machiave! 


of a Scateſmen (like another F zancer that ſhail 
| be nameleſ-) is there no Difference between vi- 


ſieing the Apothecaries Shops by the Wardens of 


their own Company, and Phyticians, who are 
the proper Jadges of their Medicines, and this 


At 2 ſcaſonable Hur, and not above twice a 
Year, and the inſpecting Vintners Vaults by 


Exciſemen, who are no proper Judges of the 
Goodnefs of Wixzes, and this not only every 


D.y, but at all Hours of the Night? O WIr! 


where waſt thou when he made this BiunDdeR? 
B t, by a certain Fatality, the Writers on a cer- 


rain S de do nothing elle, Out Author immedi- 


ately afterwards afferts another u. toricrs Falſhood, 

vx. that the ſeeming I:conveniences of ſuch a 
Tax would prove both private and publick Be- 
nefits. In order to demonſtrate this, he begs the 


Q..cſi'on, and takes for granted what every 
Dealer in exciſed Commodities knows to be falſe; 
2, that the raiſing their Price increaſes their 
Importation. Upon this ſandy Foundation, the 
contrary of which is evidently true, does he 


baild all the reſt of this notable Paragraph; for 


which Reaſon I ſhall take no farther Notice 


thereof, but proceed to the next. 


* Hither:o of the advantageons Effects of ſuch 


which, if ſet in its full Light, would exceed 
the Bcunds of this Paper 


Obje&ions have becn urged to counterpoiſe 


Diſcourſes ag inſt Excisrs in general; ex- 
aggerating thei: Ioconveniencies chiefly with 
reſpect to three Points, the Trouble of Viſirs 

* and 


a Tax, in very conciſe Terms, each Artic.e of 


And what 


Confiderarions of ſuch Weight and general 
Benefit? Why rruly nothing, but ſome Icoſe 
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and Inſpections of Exciſe Officers give the 
Trader. An wmaginary I fluence thoſe Offi- 
cars moy have Over them with peſpect to their 
tes in Elections; and the Manner of deter- 

mining diſputed Points Ly the Commiſſioners, 
0 J iltices of Peace, and not by a Jury. 
Nov, without oftering here minute and 
ticular Auſwers to all theſe, which has owl 
done already, and would exceed my preſent 
Bounds; it may be thought ſufficient, perhaps, 
by uubiaſſed Judges, to obſerve of them all in 


— 


preſent Caſe, or prove too much; for ſuppo- 
ling them of any juſt weight, they conclude, 


© that Exciſes in general are ſuch a Mode of 
$ levying Taxes, as ought to be entirely abo- 


© liſh'd ; and then our Lands, together with the 


c Cuſtoms, inſtead of receiving any Eaſe, muſt 
© bear the whole Weight of the publick Expence, 


and be further charged with ſeveral hundred 
© thouſand Pounds per Annum. 
© be thought too much, then Jo they prove no- 


thing to the preſent Point; for while the pub- 


lick Neceſſities lay the whole Body of the 


© Dealers in Malt or Beer ; together ith the 


© Leather-Dreſſ.rs, the Soap-Bjlers, and the Tal- 


Liu. Chan dlers, all of them Preparers of, or 
© Dealers in, the mere Neceſſaries of Life under 


, 9 in "whe nature of Things, what Policy or 
* what Juſtice can be urged tor exemp ing rhe 
F Dealers in Wixzs, 4 gainful «and expenſive 


Article of foreign Luxury, f om bearing a 


22 Put of that Burthen 2 — Eſpecially if two 


5 Points be conſidered, 1, That theſe have e- 
* ſcaped it hitherto, while thoſe have borne it 


long, and muſt do ſo yet longer. 2d, That 


D the 


A Body, that they either prove nothing to the 


But if this 
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the ſame AR of Juſtice which diſtributes their 
due Share of that Burthen to the WIN E. 
Trade, tends evidently, as 1 obſerved above, 
to ſhorten the Term of thoſe Inconveniences, 
(if they are real) both to the private Indi- 
viduals and the Publick ; from which Conſi- 
deration only every Dealer in thoſe exciſed 
Commodities has, as well as the Publick, a 
juſt Claim to one upon theſe. 

1 have already ſhewn, in my Obſervations 
upon the former Paragraph, what advantageotu 
Efecs are to be expected from an Exc is upon 
WINES and Tozacco; and I hope I have ſer 
that in ſuch a clear Light, that a Reader even 


R * * X Aa! 
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of the meaneſt Capacity, if not a downright Nas 


zural, may be a tolerable Judge of the Point in 


Diſpute : I ſhall therefore {ay no more upon 


ar Head, to avoid being prolix, and tiring 
my Readers wich dull Repetitions, like the Wri- 
ters on the other Side of the Queſtion, Our 


Author is plcaſed to add, that nothing has been 


urged againſt Conſiderations of ſuch Weight and 
general Benefit, —-———=Riſum teneatis ; Amici 2 
but {ome looſe Diſcourſes againſt Excises in 
general; exaggerating their Inconveniences (ob- 
A the Softneſs of the Expreſſion) with re- 
ſpect to three Points, &c. — I ſhall beg Leave 
to ſay ſomething upon each of thoſe three 
Points, Firſt then, as to the Trouble the Viſits 
and Inſpections of Exciſe Officers give the 
Trader. Why really I can't help think- 
ing, that for a frec- born 8 to have his 


Warehouſe, Shop, and Houſe, even to his WIP E'S 


BBDcHAMBER, viſited, and rummaged, at all 
Hours of the Day or Night, by every pert Raſ- 


cal that ſhall think it worth his While to be 


rroybleſome, at the lame time that the Fellow, 
ee trip 


('27) | 
Arip him of his Salary, ſhall not be worth a 
Groat ; nor, perhaps, would not be' truſted in 
an koneft Houſe, is an Inconvenience, to which 
even the Gentleman who treats it ſo mildly 
would not care to be ſubje& : In plain Engliſh, 


tis a damnable Hardſhip, ſuch a Hard ſhip that 


the Chriſtians, who are born Subjects to the 


netans as little better than Dogs, are not ex- 
poſed to the like. Our Author is plea- 
ſed, in the next Place, to treat the Influence of 
Exciſe Officers over thoſe who deal in exciſeable 


Commodities as imaginary; contrary to che 


> Senſe of the whole Kingdom, excepting tlioſe 
= who have PLacrs or PxnsS1o0Ns, and are loft 


it being very certain that any Dealer in exciſe- 
Commodities, who: ventures to vote contrary 


to the Direction of the Exciſe Officers, muſt 


expect the moſt tyrannical and barbarous Uſage, 
as his often been found by woeful Experience. 
Nay, tis well if they are contented with har- 
raſſing him Day and Night with needleſs Viſits 


*. * * Fae SS . 


worthleſs Raſcal, if they won't in Policy ap- 


has defrauded the King of his Duties, and ſo 


ners. The third Point, viz. the Manner 
of determining diſputed Points by the Commil- 
t:oners or Juſtices of Peace, which are generally 
never a Barrel better Herring; it has been al- 


D 2 there 


Great Turk, and are look'd upoh by the Maho- 


do all Senſ. of feeling the Miſeries of their Fel- 
low - Subjects. As imaginary as this Influence 
is, it has been a Grievance univerſally com- 
plwair'd of for many Years, and that by both 
Parties, according as each has been uppermoſt; 


and Infpections, ten to one but they hire ſome 
pear againſt him themfelves, to ſwear that he 


ger him fined exorbitantly by the Commiſſio- 


towd on all Hands to be ſo unreaſonable, and 
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there are ſo many noto ious Inſtances of their 
O dreſſion and Partialicy, that none but a 
Man, wo has an undoubted Title io the Epi- 
thet of Os Doku, would have had the Im- 
pudence o have, Cal d it by the ſoft Name f 


an Izconvenience. »Tis damnable 1nſutter.. vic Op- 
preſſiou, and were an Ex ISE once made ge- 
neral, any Man f common Seutſe would preicr 
the French Merhod of Dragooning, to ly ing un- 
der the Laſh of ſuch harden'd inſelent Miſcre- 


ants as ſome ot them have been: Enough there- 


fore of this melaucnolly Subject; how does odr 
Author endeavour to el.de the Force of theſe 
At-uments, for to anſwer them is beyond his 


Power. Why tiuly he {.:ys; they eit. er prove 
nothing to tue preſent Caſe, or too much; for, 
ſuppoſing them of any j iſt Weight, (contiuues 


he) they conclude, that Exc.ſes in general are 


ſuch a Mode of levy: ig publick Taxes as ought 


to be entire y abo hu. — Ag reed, I heartily 
join w1i.h Monſieur Enancer, 't ought to be en- 


tirely aboliſhd in every Country tha- wo id 


preſerve its Liberty; and as to is pretending 
to cerrify us wi.h ſayv'g that ou Lands and 
Cuſtmt ( obſerve the Word un, in a Man 
who 1 date {weat by his laviſh Notions never 
had one Foot of Land) muſt bear the whole 
Weight of che publick Expence, I would fain 
ask nim how he did before there was ever ſuch 
a Thing known as an Exciſe 2 For Inſtance, in 
the Reign of Queen El ⁊abeth, when the Spani- 
ards invaded Us openiy with the moſt formi- 


dable Fleet that ever was equip'd fince the Days 


of the a tient Greeks and R mans, a Fleet call'd 


in Terrorem the IN VIX IIIE ArMana; (not 


2 few puny Guard de Coſta's) how, I ſay, did 
we do then ? What flaviſh — had 12 
e- 
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Boconrke to in thoſe glorious Days 2 The An- 


(Wer is eaſy, ſhe ad an able, and a faitnful 


MinisTRY; and the Hands, Hearts, and 
Purles of a.l the moſt valuable Part ot her Sub- 
jects, . — Let had ſhe more Conſpiracies to 
{tragg.e with than any Prince before or ſiuce; 
lunge this, becauſe our Hnancer ſhall not ob- 
ject tne Viſaffection of an inconſide abe Hin- 
ful of People : Tis true, it by the Diſaffettel, 
the Miniſterial Writers mean the Diiatfected io 4 
ce: tain Perſon, the Caſe will be extremeiy al- 
ter'd; and in that I rejoice, ſince I believe it 
the ONLY SECURITY we have for our LIBER· 
TIEs. Our Author, in the next Place, has the 


Inlolence to urge, our having io many Commo- 


dities exciſed already, as an Argument for lay- 
irg Winzs and Tozacco under an Excise 


likewiſe. A very pretty Argument truly! juſt as 


if a Man ſhuuld load an Aſs as long as ne could 
ſtand under it, and then urge that as an Argu- 
ment for laying on more, till ne breaks his Back. 
Another Argument he «ſes as a Sugar-Plumb to 
draw in the Dealers in Malt, Beer, Leather, Soap, 
and Talow, is, that Vine is an Article of Lux- 
ury, Whereas their Commodities are the Neceſ- 


a ies of Life, theretore Wines ought to be ex- 


cis d as well as they. Do they ſo? I think not, 
unleſs it would prove an immediate Relief ro 
any one of them ; for, as to his fine Pie ences 
of eaſing the Land- holder, the Manufacturer, 
or being apyly'd to the Sinking Fund, we mult 
beg his Pardon if we neither belicve nor truſt 


them. Proceed we to the next Paragraph. 


But tho” I think this a full Anſwer to the 
general Thread of their Reaſoning, I muſt not 
mit taking Notice of a particular Point or 
- two that have been urged —Fukſl, it has been 


* ſaid 
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{aid that ſuch a new Tax would tend to a 


General Exxiſe; tor in {ome Places indeed tney 


vouchfafe to ſuppoſe the Deſign particular, Hh 
in others they treat it as general; and in Or- 
der to have the better Colour for Sophiltry in 
o doing, lay down that Propoſition, wiich at 


beſt is but a fad Quibble ; becaule all Gene- 
a rals are mide up ot Particulars ; or elſe a di- 


rect Falſhood, for the Eſſence of a general Ex- 
ciſe, and in which its Incoi venience chiefly 
conſiſts, is its charging all the mere Neceſſa- 


ries of Life, and tucreby falling hard on the 


Poor; but all Exciſes on particular Articles 
of Luxury, be they ever fo numerous, are ſo 
far from having any Tendency that Way, that 


when judicioufly choſen, they ate, it may be, 
the beſt imaginable Expedients to keep any 


People from the Neceſſity of falling under ſuch 
a One, as this might, perhaps, amongſt others 


prove the preſent Stare of our pub ick Reve- 
nues ; together with what farther Demands a” 
ſudden, an unforeſeen and expenſive War might 
poſſibly make on the Nation, ſhould ſuch @ 


One happen before this, or ſome ſuch like Ex- 
pedients ſhould have alter'd our Situation.- 


Another Point much inſiſted on againſt Exciſes 


in general, is, a Danger to our Liberties from 


a ſuppoſed Influence of the Ojficers on the Votes 
of Electors for Parliament; but, without urging 
the Proviſion of the Laws in tha: Caſe, Oc. Let 
it be conſider d, that while the Body of our 
Gentry, from among whom ſo great a Part of 


the Legiſlature is choſen, are rich and flouriſh- 


idg, the Body of the Houſe of Commons can 
hardly ever fall into any dangerous Dependen- 
cy ; whereas, fhould ever the Gentry be gene- 


rally impoveriſh'd by heavy and long conti- 
VVA nued 


c 


Car} 
nued Land-Taxes; thinking Men may, per- 
haps, apprehend that our Liberties may be 
riſqued in a much more dangerous Part and 
Point, than that of Exc:iſemens Influence at 
Elections; and that to ſuch a degree, that 
an Exciſe which ſhould ſupply for a few 
Years the Place of but One Shilling in the 
Pound Land-Tax, might probably go much 
farther to ſecure our Libertics within Doors 
than the Influence of all the Exciſemen in 
England, were their Number doubled, could 
tend to hurt them without. In one Caſe 
the Danger is ſilent and beyond the Re- 
medy of all Law; whereas any conſiderable 
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Oppoſition, to a degree that muſt certainly 
overturn any Mini hry, I had almoſt ſaid 
any Court, that ſhould attempt it. So that 
even in that Light, as well as in ſhorten- 


TT „ 


veniences in general, this Duty would 


* ſtead of attacking our Liberties. 
Our Author, in this Paragraph, charges the 


_ Craftſman either with quibbling, or telling a 


8 55 Falſhood, I ſuppoſe he means in his 
efinition of a General Exciſe; if that be 
the Caſe, I muſt beg Leave to charge the 
Falſhood upon him, for an Exciſe undoubt- 


edly may very properly be ſaid to be ge- 
neral, when the Generality of Commodities 
are ſubject to that Hardſbip, whether they are 


the mere Neceſſaries of Life or not. But 
ſince he makes ſuch a Pother about the mere 
Neceſlaries of Life, as if they were exempted 
trom an Exciſe, 1 muſt tell him that he can- 


not. 


Attempts of the Other, ſhould they ever 
be made, would but heighten and increaſe 


ing the Date and Duration of thoſe Incon- 


have its Mexits in tending to ſecure, in- 


* 0 ANACINIANAA nn AAAS LALLS Sn . 


„ 2 — 


= 2 ” 2 . — — — 5 — 
n "x 


(32) 

not name fo much as One of the Neceſſaries 
of Lice, which is not affected thereby; and 
I am W . the Craftſman ſhould mention 
the Land Tax only as affecting Flefh- Meat, 
when all Flefb, excepting Pork, pays no leſs 
than three Exciſes, and lies under greater 
Hardfbips than any other Commodity what- 
ſoever, tho' Beer pays two, firſt in Malt, and 
then in Beer. For I would feign ask any im- 
2 Man, what is an Exciſe upon Hides, 
eather and Talloy, but a threefold Excile 
upon Fleſh Meat? ——— The Gentleman af- 
terwards, in his great Zeal for the Projector, 
tells us that all Exciſes upon particular Ar- 
ticles of Luxury, be they ever ſo numerous, 
are, it may be, the beſt Expedients imagi- 
nable to keep à People from the Neceſſity of 
falling under a General Exciſe. By this I 
find, tho' ſhould the preſent Deſign take Ef- 
ſect, which Heaven forbid! we are likely to 

de favour'd with more ſuch Schemes; for, be 
they never fo numerous, our inancer aſiures 
us tis all for our Good. Our Author lik-wiſe, 
after the Example of a certain Perſon, is very 
fond of Expedients; but 1 am afraid alſo, 
that like the ſaid Perſon, his Expedients will 
be found very deſtructive; for which Reaſon J 
deſire my Countrymen never to try them. 
He then would terrify us with the Demands 
which a ſudden, unforeſeen, and expenſive 
War may occaſion, if it ſhould happen be- 
fore ſome ſuch Expedients ſhould have alter'd 
our Situation (for the worje I ſuppoſe he 
means. But I believe his Fears ar ground- 
leſs, for ſeveral Reaſons ; firſt, *tis impoilible 
any War ſho1ld happen which our diſcerning 
Miniſter will not foreſee ; 2dly, 1 dare ſwear 
| we 


* 


| | 
3 = $1 0h : | 
wie ſhall never have a War, whilſt a certain | 
1 Perſon rules the Roaſt, if any prudent Com- | 
> pliances can prevent it, as has been more | 
than once experienced by our good Allies the | 
French and Spaniards. As to his ſaying that 


an Exciſe, upon never ſo many Articles of 
Luxury will not pave the Way for a General 
Exciſe, as he brings no Argument to ſupport 
this ridiculous Aflertion, it deſerves no An- 
ſwer.— Our Author tells us next, as to the 
Influence of Exciſemen over Ele&ons, that 
while the Body of our Gentry are rich and 
flouriſhing, the Body of the Houſe of Com- 
mons can hardly ever fall into any dangerous 
> Dependency, ' whereas, ſhould they ever be 


= Iimpoveriſh'd by heavy and long continued 


Land- Taxes, our Liberties would be riſqued 
in a much more dangerous Degree within 
Doors, than they could be without, by the 
Influence of Exciſemen, were their Number 
doubled. —— Naw this happens to be a di- 
rect Fal ſhood; for our Liberties never were, 
nor ever will be in Danger from the Landed 
Intereſt, even tho they ſhould pay Four 
Shillings in the Pound: No, whenever our 
Liberties are in Danger, *tis from a Set of 
hungry Courtiers, Who, without any more 
Land than will juſt qualify them to get 
themſelves choſen in petty Boroughs by the 
Influence of Exciſemen, Cuſtom-houſe Offi- 
cers, and ſomething elſe that ſhall be namę- 
leſs, tho', perhaps they were never before 
heard of in the Places for which they are 
elected. Then, as to his placing our Secu- 
rity in our Gentry being rich and flouriſn- 
ing; let them be ever ſo rich, if they can't 
ive within the Compaſs of their Incomes 
— — 2— —they- 
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not name ſo much as One of the Neceſſaries 
of Lite, which is not affected thereby; and 
Jam lurpriz d the Craftſman ſhould mention 
the Land Tax only as affecting Fleſb. Meat, 
when all Fleſh, excepting Pork, pays no leſs 
than three Exciſes, and lies under greater 
Hardſhips than any other Commodity what- 


ſoever, tho' Beer pays two, firſt in Malt, and 


then in Beer. For I would feign ask any im- 
pour: Man, what 1s an Exciſe upon Hides 


Leather and Tallow, but a threefold Exciſe 


upon Fleſh Meat? —— The Gentleman af: 
terwards, in his great Zeal for the Projector, 
tells us that all Exciſes upon particular Ar- 
ticles of Luxury, be they ever ſo numerous, 


are, it may be, the beſt Expedients imagi- 


nable to keep a People from the Necefuty of 


falling under a General Exciſe. By this I 


| find, tho? ſhould the preſent Deſign take Ef- 


ſect, which Heaven forbid ! we are likely to 


be favour'd with more ſuch Schemes; for, be 


they never fo numerous, our inancer aſiures 
us tis all for our Good. Our Author lik-wiſe, 
after the Example of a certain Perſon, is very 
fond of Expedients; but 1 am afraid alſo, 
that like the ſaid Perſon, his Expedients will 


be found very deſfructive; for which Reaſon J 


deſire my Countrymen never to try them. 


He then would terrify us with the Demands 
which a ſudden, unforeſeen, and expenſive 


War may occaſion, if it ſhould happen be- 


fore ſome ſuch Expedients ſhould have alter'd 


our Situation ( for the worſe 1 ſuppoſe he 


means). But I believe his Fears ar ground- 


leſs, for ſeveral Reaſons ; firſt, *tis impoilible 


any War ſhould happen which our diſcerning 
Miniſter will not foreſee ; 2dly, 1 dare ſwear 
— — 1 
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we ſhall never have a War, whilſt a certain 
Perſon rules the Roaſt, if any prudent Com- 
pliances can prevent it, as has been more 
than once experienced by our good Allies the 


French and Spaniards. As to his ſay ing that 


an Exciſe, upon never ſo many Articles of 


Luxury will not pave the Way for a General 
Exciſe. as he brings no Argument to ſupport 


this ridiculous Allertion, it deſerves no An- 
ſwer.— Our Author tells us next, as to the 
Influence of Exciſemen over Hlections, that 
while the Body of our Gentry are rich and 
flouriſhing, the Body of the Houſe of Com- 


mons can hardly ever fall into any dangerous 


Dependency ; ' whereas, ſhould they ever be 
impoveriſh'd by heavy and long continued 


 Land-Taxes, our Liberties would be riſqued 


in a much more dangerous Degree within 


Doors, than they could be without, by the 


Influence of Exciſemen, were their Number 


doubled. —— Naw this happens to be a di- 3 


rect Falſhood; for our Liberties never were, 
nor ever will be in Danger from the Landed 
Intereſt, even tho' they ſhould pay Four 


Shillings in the Pound: No, whenever our 


Liberties are in Danger, *tis from a Set of 
hungry Courtiers, who, without any more 
Land than will guſt qualify them to get 
themſelves choſen in petty Boroughs by the 
Influence of Exciſemen, Cuſtom-houſe Offi- 
cers, and ſomething elſe that ſhall be name- 


leſs, tho', perhaps they were never before 
heard of in the Places for which they are 
elected. Then, as to his placing our Secu- 
rity in our Gentry being rich and flouriſh-- 


ing; let them be ever fo rich, if they can't 


live within the Compaſs of their Incomes 
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they will be liable to be corrupted, and then 
I would fain know how ſecure our Liberties 
would be, when a good Place or Penſion is 


offered them. He ten afjures us, that any 
conſiderable Attempts to undermine our L1- 


berties by the Influence of Exciſemen, would 


but heighten Oppoſition to a Degree that 


muſt overturn any Miniſtry. he Gen- 

tleman forgets there is a Standing Army. - ome 

we now to the laſt Paragraph. 5 
* To come therefore to a general Conclu- 


* ſion; this Lax in its Application to dimi- 


* niſh that on Land, to decreaſe ſome of the 


Exciſes on the Neceſſaries of life, or to the 


Sivking Fund, promiſes fair for becoming 
both a uf ent and future Eaſe to the Body 
of the Subjects o Ergland. —— In imme» 
diately turning a great Part of the Gains 
of the Wine-Trade wore directly to the 
Manufacturers; and in its future ſupply - 
ing Part of the Duties on ſuch Neceſſaries 


facturers in general; it ſeems calculated 


ches of our National Trade. In the Relief 
it might immediately offer the Body of our 
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well as that of the whole Debt; it ſeems to 
conſult the Safety of our Liberties. —— 
In laying the Venders of Luxury, for all 


whoſe Trades are much more neceſſary aud 


agreeable to the Juſtice of PARLIAMENT. 
Aud laſtly, for all thoſe Reaſons, it 
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* may 


of Life as immediatelv affect thoſe Manu- 
for E: 7 of the moſt valuable Bran- 


Gentry, and in ſhortening the Term of 
more inconvenient Excites among us, as 


theſe good Reaſons, under a like Exciſe 
with thoſe borne by their Fellow-Subjects, 


uſeful to the Publick, it appears highly 


aa a private Capacity may attempi making 


OD 
may be, perhaps, thought ſuitable to their 
So that upon the Whole, if 


© any Judgment of that Sort; ſuch a Tax 
c appears to have all th oſe goed © nalities ſo 


'* © lately recommended from the L#4RO4E to 


* * {uf ly challenge thoſe who have oppos“ it, 
sto name any one of all the numerous Taxes 
© now on Foot in England, that has ſo many 


= © the Hoys of Couu xs, and which 


* that Auguſt Aſſembly o lately reſolved on 


as their Standard in chuſing future Supplies; 
© and that to ſuch a Degree, that I may 


juſt Recommendations, and ſo few valid Ob- 

© jeMtons. 8 1 
Never certainly was ſuch a Heap of Stuff 

thrown together to banter Mankind as in this 


Paragraph: What! is this ſingle Tax to di- 
miniſh the Land- Tar, abate the ExcisEs on 


pe Malt, Soap, Leather, Candles. &c. and likewiſe | 
to be apply d to the Sivking Fund, What 
ö Nbadege ale is this? WI y, *tis well known 
that the Whole that it will produce will not 


more than anſwer the taking off One Shilling 


in the Pound upon Land, after ell the 
Charges of collecting it are paid; accordingly 
that if the utmoſt that has been propoſed by 


the Projector, as a Sugar-plumb to draw in the 
Land- holders not to oppoſe it. How then, 
in the Name of Wander, is it to anſwer all 
theſe other Ends? But as if all this ere 
not enough, it is imme dia! to turn great 


Part of the Gus of the Wine-Trade to the 
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Manufacturers; God a Mercy, Monſieur Fi- 


2 nancer, by my Conſent you ſhould be wade 
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one of the Committee of Il'oys and Mears ; 
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what Schemes ſhould we then have for the 
E Good 
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Good ef the Pablick But the moſt adn.irable 


Aſſertion of all is; that it ſeems to conſult 
the Safety of , our Liberties. Did he expect E 


„ 


to be bel iev'd when he affirmed this? Surely 
he could not; nay, I aver, that he did not 
believe it himſelf. And as to his urging 
that the Venders of Luxury ought to be laid 
under a like Exciſe with thoſe borne by 
their Fellow-Subje&s; we will not diſpute it, 
provided the Exciſe is taken off any of the 
Neceffarirs of Life; but, as to the applying 
it to the Sinking Fund, we muſt beg his Par- 
don, if we are afraid it will be moſt cf it 
funk in private Pockets. „„ 7 

I have now done with the Occafforal Fi- 
naucer; all the other Papers written by that 


worthy Gentleman being founded upon the 


fame Arguments with the firſt, for which 


Reaſon they muſt ſtand and fall with that, TR 
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and the ſame Anſwer will ſuffice for all: As 15 


to bis in/uferable Scurrility in ſome of them, 
T ſhall take no Notice thereof, the beft Repls 


to ſuch Language (in my Opinion) being 
what they deſervedly met with, I mean to 


man. | 


Proceed we now to Meſſ. Carus and Mean- © 


well, thoſe two worthy Seconds, and finiſh'd 
Copies, of Meſbeurs Osborn and Waljingham : 


This new Reinforcement to the Band of Merce- 


aries, with equal Modeſiy and Honeſty, have 
undertaken a Task, which I am very much 


afraid, will prove too arduous, even for Gen- 


tlemen of their conſummate Abilities, This 
was no leſs than to make FREE BrIToONs in 
Love with Slavery and Oppreſſion, and to per- 
ſuade them out of their Feeling. 1 


As 


be bnrut by the Hands of the Common-Hang- 


1 


1 C3 

As this was an Attempt 
- Fncceed, one would have imagin'd that it muſt 
"have been ſupported with ſome ſhew of Ar- 


very unlikely to 


gument; but there is a certain Fatality attends 
all the Miniſterial Writers, a certain pernict- 


ous Influence, which reduces them to the Ne- 
ce ſity of blundering moſt when they think they 


30 


are moſt arch; and to hit their Patron a Slap 


on the Face, when their Aim is to vound his 


Ad ver ſaries: The Conſequence of this is, 


that they multiply daily like the Hydras 


Heads, In ſhort, neither Argument. nor / it 


is their Talent; I would ade chem there» 
fore to ſtick to their old Weapons Scurrility 


and Falſbood, which it muſt be confeſs'd they 


Handle to Agmiration. | : 


To return to Meſſieurs Carus and Mean- 
we it would exceed the Bounds I have pre- 


Jeribd myſelf in my prefeut Undertaking, 


heul Tt enter into a minute Examination of 
all theſe Gentlemen's extraordinarv Perfor- 
1421ces, Wherefore I ſhall only make ſome 
euriory Remaiks thereon en paſſant, which, 
however, Mall be ſufficient to let their In- 
eonſiftences and Abſurdities in ſuch à glaring 
Light, that none but Noodles will ever be in 
Var er for the future of being miſled by their 


Sophi/ſiry, if any „mple well-meaning People 
have already been ſo weak as to ſuffer them 


ſelves to be impoſed on by them. 


10 begin then with Mr. Carus, this Gentle- 
man, in his Letter of March 3, is pleaſed to 


ſay, That the preſent Diſpute between the 


Anti- mini terial and /iniſterial Party, is at 
* preſent fo hig, as to deſerve the utmoſt 


* Cognizance from the Publick.” Did ever 
any one know ſuch a Blunderer * We admit 
1¹ 
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from the Great Author of the Letter of a 
Member of Parliament to bis Friends in the 


8 


8 
it does, and have endeavour'd to perſuade 
the Publick to take full Cognizance thereof, 


which they have accordingly done and which 
bas occaſion'd this uncommon Outcry not only 


from the whole Band o Mercenart s, but even 


Country, 

© The former continues Mr. Carus) charge 
the latter with Deſigns of e {loving and 
impoveriſhing the People; and the latter 
retort on the former's Endeavours to diſturb 
the Peace, and to endanger the Safety of 
© the Nation.“ Another otorious Blunder ! 
For, if this be the Point on wich the pre- 


N 


* 


ſent Diſpute reſts, the only Queſtion that 


remains to be ask'd will be, Which Party bas 
beft made out their reſpective Charge? And in 
that I appeal to the whole collective Body of 
the People, for I ſhall not ven'ure to decide 


it myſelf, for Reaſons that, I believe, are ob- 


vious to every impar tial Perſon. 


As to Mr. Carus, inſtead of clearing up this 


Matter, he goes on to give us a Differtation 
upon Government in general, and tells us that 


we had better have any Kind of Government 


than none at all. An admirable C:nſolation 


truly! I am very glad it dropp'd from his 
Pen; had it fallen from mine, I am afraid, 


according to the preſent Doctrine of Inuendoes, 


they would have interpreted it into a Libel, 


ard ſaid I meant it as a Seer upon our pre- 
ſent righteous Ad ———-», and that *twas as 


much as to ſay better have that than 10e. 
Mr. Carus then proceeds to give us ſuch 


an admirable Definition of Tyranny. that, in 
Fuftice to that Gentleman, I muſt not 3 
. * 
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by. © Tyranny (ſays he) is a Toke laid by 


few on the Necks of many; a very exack 


Definition truly! but now let us ſee what 


Inference he draws from thence. And con- 


ſequently conti ues he) whenever it grows 
© ſo preſixg as to excite a general Deſire of 
* Cliange, the latter have it always in their 


Power to throw off the Subject ion of the 
former, and to make what Choice they 
* pleaſe of a new Form of Living, 1. e. of a 
© new Government for themſelves.“ Is not 
this an adwirable Doctrine? Did Mr. Carus 
believe this When he laid it down for a Truth? 


Or did he lay it down as a Snare to draw in 


the Unwary, that there might be ſome more 


forfeited' Eſtates? If he did I fancy he will 


maſs his Aim. 


I can't help ſaying, however, that one 


would be apt to think he did; by his bring- 


Ing the Revolution in Tortugal as an Inſtance: 
to ſupport his Doctrine; and obſerving, that 
the Violence of thoſe in Power, and their Con- 
tempt of the Populace, drove the People on 


trying their own Strength. 8185 
Be that as it will, I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew the Fallacy of his Inference, even grant- 
ing his P ſi ion to be true, which I can by 
no Means admit) that Tyranny is a Yoke 


laid by few on the Necks of many : For, it 
one half oppreſs the other, or the greater 
Number oppreſs the leſs, it would, never- 


theleſs, be equally Tyranny, But allowing, 
I fay, his Poſition to be true, his Conſequence 
will by no Means follow: In order to prove 
this, I muſt beg Leave to make one Suppo- 
— eee 
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any Sta'c, an 1nconſiderable Number 


„ 5 
Suppoſing then, for Inſtance, that, in 
ſhoud find he Means to engroſs the 


Riches and Power of the whole Nation 
and ſuppoſing that by introducing aniver- 
Jul Corraptus they ſhould be able to keep 


up a Sanding Army in time of Peace, in 


order to aire their F lom-Sabjects; which 


Standing Army ſhouid be {o quarter'd, as 
to be able to be drawn together in any 


Part of the Kingdom in a Week's Time; 


ſuppoſing, I ſay, this were the Caſe, how 


could the whole collective Body of the 


People withſtand a conſiderable Body of 


diſciblin'd Forces? Is it not #0torioas that 
Ten thouſand undiſciplin d Troops cannot 
ſtand againſt five hundred regular Forces? 

I believe Mr. Ceres will be puzzled to an- 


—.  . 
That Gentleman tells us, in the next 


Place, That when Writers, who pre- 


tend to reaſon on political Subjects, 
* ſpeak of the Common-wealth, the Nation, 


or the Publick, they ought to make Uſe 
* of thoſe Terms only to expreſs the col- 


lectiue Body of the People.. — A- 


greed, and pray who uſes it in any other 


Senſe? But then let me tell him, that 
although an inconſiderable Handful of Men 
who have jaggled themſelves into Places 
and Emplo9yments, ſhould happen, even a- 


gainſt their Conſciences, to run counter 


to the general Senſe of the Kingdom, wen 
Ron atone ee et 
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will not hinder but the Remainder may 

very properly be called the col. ive Bog) 
ot the People. Other ò ile this would be 

an Expreſſion never to be uſed; ſince e- 

very Individual of the Perſon, never was, 
nor, I believe, never will be, unanimouſly 

united in one Opinion, in any Nation in 

the OUniverſe. i 


RP 


, Mr. Carus then charges thoſe who op- WY | 
pote the Miniſtry with exciting Commo- 2 
tions, and buſy ing themſelves with ſpread- 4 


ing Jea ouſics, and then runs on into a 
hundred t cead- bare Invectives; but there 
are two very remarkable Paragraphs, 
Which I muſt by no Means paſs by; 
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becauſe therein the Gentleman gives up | 
all chat the warmeſt Advocates againſt | 
* and Slavery have ever contended 1 
: Re 
| © Obedience, (ſays Mr. Carus) is due | 
. * to every Government, ſo long as thoſe | 
Who adminiſter keep to their Duty, | 
- * that is, remain fatisty'd with that Pro- | 
portion of Power which is entruſted to | 
* them by the Conſtitution, and make | 
* Uſe of that Power for thoſe Purpoſes; | 
* and for thoſe only, for which it was 
— * entruſted with them; this, I think, muſt 
5 ; be granted me as a Principle ſelf.evi- 


dent.“ Mr. Carus is very much in the 

right of it, no-body will deny this, no 
more chan what follows. Indeed, con- 
. * rinues he, if at any Time Men of pro- 
1 | FR digious 


* 
digious Artifice ſhould get into the Ad- 
< miniſtration, and ſhould take ſuch Mea- 
* ſures, tho? not directly contrary to the 
* Letter of the Laws, as tended either 
sto extend the Royal Prerogative, or 

* their own Power, beyond the que 
* Bounds, or were calculated to fleece, 
* or to oppreſs the People; I am ready 
to grant, an honeſt and wiſe Man ſhould 
oppoſe, and by every lawful Means he 
could think of, endeavour to defeat 
them.“ Do you ſo, Friend Carus, do 
you grant this, it you do, it is all we 
ask, or contend for, and we leave you 
to gueſs who thoſe Men ave. 
Mr. Carus, in another Paper, ſeems very 
angry with Mr. D' 4zv:c7s for calling him 
an Hibernian, as if that was the greateſt 
Abuſe imaginable; I don't know what 
may be his Opinion, but it is mine that 
there are a great many very worthy Gen- 
tlemen of that Nation; Gentlemen, wha _ 
would be far from being proud of hay. * 
ing ſuch a One as Carus tor their Coun. 
tryman. — But why all this Anger? | 
Why -is the Gentleman ſo much provok'd 
at the Appellation of Iriſhman, that he 
ſhould* ſpend a whole Letter in vindica- 
ting himſelf from the Charge? As if the 
World cared one Farthing what Country- 
man ſuch a Mortal was. Can any one 
abuſe him more than he has abaſed him- 
ſelt? Has he not publickly printed New: 
. „ elf 


* 


* | ks 


8 K 


ſelf the abandon d Advocate of Slavery and 
2 Oppreſſion? And can there be a worſe Pro- 


" Z fltution? Can any Name be more ſcan- 


Z dalons? I believe not, in the Opinion of 
all hone# Men; but I have done with a 
Myetch who is loft to all Senſe of Shame, 
proceed we now to Mr. Meanvell, a Gen- 
ttleman every Way as well accompli{lyd | 
as the former. | 3 3 | 
This mode# and learned Writer is plea— | 
ſed to inform us, in his Letter of March 
6, That the Deſign of Hiſtory is not 
merely to inform an idle Curioſity, 
but to inſtruct Futurity by the Example 
and Mis fortunes of their Forefathers: 
This, continues he, is making the nobleſt 
Uſe of the Hiſtorian's Labour, aud this 
is the only Intent of the following Eſ- 
© lay.” So then we are to be inſtructea, 
I find, by this Gentleman, tho” he will 
not allow the Cities and Boroughs who 
chuſe them, to give any Inſtru#ions to 
their Repreſentatives, even when they ap- 
prehend their Liberrizs to be in the at- 
moit Danger. 5 Y 
The Reaſon of this is very evident, 
for he tells us very plainly, * That the 
* Britoxs are the only People under Hea- 
ven, who, when they are mo# happy, 
© are leaſt thanktul for being ſo, or la- 
* bour induſtriouſly to make themſelves 
© otherwiſe? We thank him very hear- 
tily for this Information, but to let him 
R into 
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into a Secret, nine Parts in ten of the 
Nation would be very glad if they were 
not quite ſo happy as he is pleaſed to 
repreſent them; and that 7 that very 
particular Circumſtance which he, and his 
Clan, would tain perſuade us is our pe- 
culiar Felicity. 5 
Mr. Meanwell proceeds to inform us 
that becauſe the Rebels, who cut off K. 
CHArLEs's Head, brought this Nation 
into the atmoſt Confuſion and Miſery, 
which by the Bye could never have been 
done without a Standing Army; there- 
fore we ought to bear all manner f 
Oppreſſion without a Murmur, for fear our 
wall grounded Complaints and Remonſtrances © 
ſhouid bring a Friend of his to joſe his 
Head by , Hand of Juſtice, which © 
would be a very great Loſs to Mr. M an- 
well, whatever it might be to ine Parts 
in ten of the Nation. Admirable Doc- 
trine truly! A fide Uſe Mr. Mean rell! 
makes of his Learning as well as his 
HRory . i 

But fince Mr. M:anwell is pleaſed to 

be ſo very communicative of his preat Li- 
terature, as to be willing to read us 
Lectures upon Hiſtory at ſo imall a Price 
as Two Pence; I would fain ask him if 
he could have pick'd out no other Cauſe 
but Faction, to which to aſcribe that 
Prince's anparallel d Mi:fortunes and 1ra- WU 
ical End with more Juſtice : I fancy 
he cou'd, if not, I can for him, # 
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_ - What does he think, for Inſtance, of 
. thoſe two worthy Gentlemen, the Duke 


of Buckingham, and Sir Thomas Wentworth, 
afterwards Earl ot Strafora? U heſe are 
the Giant Traitors who brought that . 
happy Monarch to the Block; thele are they 
that by their Uppreſſions created all the 10 
Blood in the Nation, and *twas nothing 
but the King's protecting them, eſpe. !« 


ally the latter, too long, that brought all 
that dreadful Train of Calamities that en- 


ſued upon him. Let Mr. Meanmell then 
no longer aſcribe that Prince's Fall to 


Pym, Hampden, St. John, and Halles, but 


to the inſoleut, over-bearing Temper of 
Sir Thomas Wentworth, who forced his Royal 
Maſter upon ſuch deſtructiue M-aſures, as 


he' could not but know muſt end in his 
Ruin, as they likewiſe prov'd his own, to 


the great Joy of all who wiſb'd well to 


England. 


is true that pernicious Miniſter ad- 
viſed the King to one Thing that wouid, 


perhaps, have prevented his Fate, tho' it 


would not have prevented the Deſtruc- 


tion of Strafford, whom ſooner or later he 


moſt Have given up, if he deſired ever 
to come to any Terms with his People. 
His Advice was this, to ſend over for a 
Body of Iriſh Forces, who were all Pa- 
piſts to a Man, to keep the Enxgliſh in 
Awe, whilſt he purſued his damnable 
Schemes; but that unfortunaze 3 
who 


Bs (46) 

who was by no Means cut out for a 
Tyrant, was of too good a Temper to 
follow ſuch arbitrary and bloody Counſel, 
which alone could have ſecared him, as 
the Caſe then ſtood. 8 4 | 3 
1 believe by this Time Mr. Mc: well 
wiſhes he had let his Hiſtorical Led ares 
alone, ſince he finds 'tis very ealy to 
turn his own: Cannon upon him, and I will 
engage for one Inſtance he produces of 
Fact ion's involving a Kingdom in Con- 
fuſion, T1 will produce him twenty of bad 
Miniſters bringing a Nation to utter Ru- 
2x: Beſides that there never was a Fac- 
tion which did not take its Riie from 
the Oppreſſion or Miſ management: of i- 
niſters, tor which Reaſon they ought juſtly 
to be look'd upon as the primary Cauſes 
of all the Miſchief that has enſued. _ 
I have now done with this worſhipfut 
Triumvirate, until they, or the great Au- 
thor of the Letter of a Mcwiber of Parlia- 
ment to his Fri:nds in the Country, from 
whom they all take their Cue, think fit 
to produce ſomething more worthy an- 
ſwering out of their political Ba get, which 
when they do, I doubt not but they will 
meet with deſerved Correction either from 
myſelf, or ſome abler Hand. 35 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
London, March 3o, 1733. 
Tx) HEREAS the Merchants and Tra- 
VV ders of this City have received 
Letters from many Parts of this Kingdom, 
that it has been induſtriouſly propagated 
by the Officers of the Revenne, that great 
Frauds have been committed 1n the Duties 
upon Wines and Tobacco, and that the 
Fair Dealers in theſe Commodities are 
perfectly ſatisfy'd with the preſent Exciſe 
Scheme: It is hereby declar'd, in Behalf 
of the Merchants and 'Traders, that no 
particular Proof has been yet made of any 
ſuch Frauds, (tho? the Accuſers have been 
often call'd upon, and deny'd to produce 
the ſame) and that they are ſo far from ap- 
proving the ſaid Scheme, that they are de- 
termined to continue their Oppoſition to 
it, by all dutiful and lawful Methods, 'till 
they are precluded, if they ſhould be ſo 
unhappy, by that ſupreme Authority, on 
which the Liberties and Fortunes of the 
whole Kingdom abſolutely depends. 
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